
In December 2019, Wuhan city in China reported
several cases of pneumonia of unknown origin. This
pathogen was identified as a novel enveloped RNA

beta-coronavirus and was subsequently named severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-COV2).
The World Health Organization (WHO) named the 2019
Pneumonia Coronavirus Disease as COVID-19 and
declared an International Emergency to combat this
virus. The first case of COVID-19 was identified in
Pakistan on Feb 26, 2019 and majority of the initial
positive cases were pilgrims from Iran and Saudi
Arabia. Till 31st July 2020 Pakistan reported 279146
confirmed cases, 5970 deaths and 248027 recoveries.
The death rate at this stage was 2.1% and recovery
rate of 88.9%. Karachi the largest city of Pakistan had
86786 confirmed cases with 1844 deaths.

In view of the COVID-19 emergency and high risk of
infections in our patient population on March 21

st
2020

a dedicated Corona Outpatient Clinic and admission
facilities were established for COVID-19 cases.
Furthermore, these free services were extended to
general public due to paucity of such facilities in the
government sector and high cost in private sector,
viral test COVID-19 test Rs. 8,000, admission charges
per day Rs. 36,800. 

Till end of July SIUT had screened 10,695 patients,
10113 were tested for COVID-19 by RT-PCR and
3616 patient were positive. A positivity rate of 35.76%.
SIUT established an Isolation ward, High dependency
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